
 

NEW LEADERSHIP ON 

FORESTRY COUNCIL  

 

DelDOTôs Chip Rosan was 

elected the 2008 Chair of the 

Community Forestry Council 

at its January 22nd meeting. 

D e l a w a r e  C e n t e r  f o r 

Horticultureôs Patrice Sheehan 

was elected Vice-Chair for 

2008. Congratulations to both! 

 

DCH DIRECTOR  

RECEIVES AWARD  

 

De laware Center  for 

Horticultureôs Executive 

Director, Pam Sapko, received 

nat ional recognit ion in 

November from the Wash. D.C.

-based Alliance for Community 

Trees, a nonprofit urban forestry 

organization. Pam received the 

groupôs ñNeighborWoods 

Academy Scholarshipò donated 

by Home Depot Foundation, 

which helps nonprofits that 

build better communities 

through urban forestry. 

 

FOX IS NEW FORESTER  

IN NEW CASTLE COUNTY  

 

Marcia Fox is now the new 

forester for New Castle County. 

She joined the Delaware Forest 

Service from DNRECôs Coastal 

Program. Welcome Marcia!  

 

 ñWHAT TREE AM I?ò  

   Answer from Page 1 

 

ñTree of heavenò  is the central 

metaphor in the novel ñA Tree 

Grows in Brooklyn.ò Now 

considered an invasive 

species, it was introduced into 

the U.S. in 1784. Ailanthus 

altissima quickly colonizes 

disturbed areas, crowds out 

other species, and is hard to 

eradicate once established. 

CLUES: 
 

Itôs an invasive tree 

from Asia that grows 

up to 70 feet tall. 

 

Itôs very tolerant of 

urban conditions, and 

can be commonly seen 

along roadsides. 

 

Its name conjures an 

image of a lofty and 

ñangelicò place.  

 

Its leaves are similar 

to those found on a 

black walnut. 

 

Though thereôve been 

rumors of its sighting 

in the Lincoln Tunnel, 

itôs more famous for 

inhabiting a backyard 

in Brooklyn. 
 
   ANSWER on PAGE 4 
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URBAN FORESTRY INITIATIVE  
The practice of community 

forestry, long-championed by 

natural resource professionals, 

has become a prominent issue 

both regionally and nationally. 

The fact that well-managed 

trees provide so many benefits 

was the powerful message that 

was carried to 30 communities 

at the recent meeting of the 

League of Local Governments in 

Dover. Urban Forestry Director 

Henry Poole and Delaware 

Center for Horticultureôs Andrea 

Mosher were there to discuss the 

State Urban Forestry Initiative. 

 

As Mosher pointed out to 

the attendees, some benefits of 

trees are obvious: cool shade 

on a hot day or the colorful 

contribution to a city street. 

Other benefits arenôt as easily 

seen. Benefits like ñcarbon 

sequestrationò or ñstormwater 

interceptionò donôt sound very 

glamorous, but they are 

nonetheless important to 

community health. 

 

The stateôs Urban Forestry 

Initiative is a joint effort of the  

Community Forestry Council, 

Delaware Forest Service, and 
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the Delaware Center for 

Horticulture. It is an effort to 

quantify and maximize the 

many benefits of a vibrant 

community tree program. To 

that end, attendees learned 

about the many services that 

are available to help them 

assess local forest resources. 

 

One such tool is i-Tree (see 

story at left), software co-

designed by Davey Tree and 

the U.S. Forest Service. Some 

municipalities are already 

using it to create reports that 

provide decision makers with 

data needed to better manage 

urban forests. 

 

Creating management plans 

to increase and maintain tree 

canopy should be a common 

goal for many towns. Indeed, 

as a central theme of the 

statewide initiative, itôs likely 

that future grant opportunities 

will be tilted toward those 

communities with urban 

forestry plans that include tree 

canopy goals. To join the new 

initiative, call the Delaware Forest 

Serviceôs Urban Forestry 

Program at (302) 659-6705. 

WHAT WHAT 

TREE   TREE     
  IS IT ?IS IT ?   

http://dda.delaware.gov/forestry Page 4      Evergreen  

The Delaware Forest Service invites 

students in Grades K-5 to participate in 

its 2008 Arbor Day Poster Contest. 

Now in its 15th year, the poster contest 

is a fun and easy way to celebrate 

Arbor Day with your school. The entry 

deadline is March 7th. 

 

Application forms with all the 

contest rules and regulations, as well as 

information on the Delaware Forest 

Serviceôs Annual Free Seedling 

P r o g r a m c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t : 

www.delawareforest.com. Only those 

schools who participate in the poster 

contest will be eligible for the annual 

free seedling program.  

 

Poster entries will be judged on the 

following criteria: Use of Theme, 

Originality, Neatness, and Artisitc 

Expression. 

 

The Delaware Forest Service will 

select a winner from each county in the 

f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s : 

Kindergarten, Grades 1-2, and Grades 3

-4. From these county winners, the 

Delaware Forest Service will choose 

one overall state winner. Students can 

win a $50 U.S. Savings Bond, a holly 

tree, and a tree ceremony at their 

school.  Also, all the winning posters will 

be displayed on the state forestry website.  

 

The winning 5th grade poster will go on 

to represent Delaware in the National 

Arbor Day Poster Contest, in which the 

winner gets a $1,000 savings bond and an 

all expense-paid trip to the National Award 

Weekend in Nebraska! 

 

The poster contest winners, their parents, 

and teachers will be honored guests at the 

State Arbor Day Ceremony on April 25th. 

This yearôs ceremony will be held at 

Blackbird State Forestôs education center 

and will include the opening of the new 

Arboretum.  

 

All poster contest entries and requests 

for free seedlings must be sent to the State 

Coordinator by March 7, 2008. No contest 

entries or seedling requests will be 

accepted after that date.   
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Trees Are Terrific   
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http://www.itreetools.org/ 
 

What is i-Tree? 
i-Tree is state-of-the-art software 

that integrates three analysis tools:  

 

1) Urban Forest Effects Model 

(UFORE) 

2) Mobile Community Tree 

Inventory (MCTI) 

3) Street Tree Resource 

Analysis Tool for Urban 

forest Managers 

(STRATUM).  

 

Both UFORE and STRATUM 

facilitate urban forest analysis at 

the ecosystem and street tree 

levels, respectively, while MCTI 

provides a platform for street tree 

inventory or record management. 

 

What will i-Tree do? 
i-TREE is designed for urban 

forest analyses. It facilitates 

street tree inventory, manages 

urban forest structure, and 

conducts function and value 

analyses for both on- and off-

street resources. It creates charts 

and tables that help managers to 

legitimize funding, generate 

enthusiasm and investment, and 

promote good decision-making 

and  sound tree management.  

 

Who should use i-Tree? 
i-TREE is for community 

foresters, non-profit tree groups, 

arborists, planners, and anyone 

with a vested interest in their 

communityôs urban forest. Itôs 

affordable, easy-to-use and has 

tools for those who might not 

otherwise have the money or 

means to inventory and analyze 

their community trees. 

Delaware Holds Annual  
Arbor Day Poster Contest  


